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RRRS IS TURNING
10 YEARS OLD!
June 30th, 2021 marks the
10 year anniversary of the
inception of RRRS. Since
then, we have grown more
than we could have
imagined. What started off
as a one house operation,
is now a 60+ house
operation, and we are still
growing!

WHAT'S NEW AT RRRS
June 2021
Since the publication of our last newsletter earlier this
year, we have had a lot of new changes and new faces
join us in our office. We have purchased new homes,
completed rehabs on homes that now house our New
American families, developed new ARSEO programs,
completed a book and video series for Healthy Homes,
and had a crew from AmeriCorps NCCC come to our
office to give their services to the causes we are trying
to advance.
From all of us at Rochester Refugee Resettlement
Services, we thank all of you for reading and we hope
that you and your loved ones are in good health and
good spirits.
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MEET OUR TEAM
Our team is made up full-time, part-time, AmeriCorps
members, and volunteers.

WHO IS WHO?
Pictured from left to right:
Daniel Howard: Asylum Case
Manager and FCA Member
Mike Coniff: CEO
Ngo Hna: ARSEO and Healthy
Home Director
Grace Ridley: ARSEO Assistant
and FCA Member
Jason Delooze: Director of
Client Services and FCA
Member
Djifa Kothor: Executive
Director

We would also like to give a very special and
heartfelt farewell to both Ngo Hna and Daniel
Howard as they will be leaving Rochester
Refugee in the next month. Ngo Hna will be
going for her PhD in education policy and
Daniel will be going to law school to pursue a
JD in International and Comparative Law.

We also have an AMAZING work crew;
Pete, Leon, Walt, Jim, and Brad who do
total rehabs on our properties. We
would not have been able to grow to the
level we are at now without their
continued and unwavering support.
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ARSEO
Ngo Hna, Director
Grace Ridley, FCA AmeriCorps Member
This summer, ARSEO is branching out and offering a
program for middle school students. From July 6th to
August 6th, fifteen 7th-8th grade students will learn
reading, writing, and math while enjoying weekly trips
to community spots such as the science museum,
swimming at the YMCA, and guest speakers. Lunch and
transport will be provided.

We would also like to
congratulate all of our Refugee
Students who will be graduating
from High School at the end of the
month! All of our students who
applied to college have been
accepted and most of them have
received incredible scholarship
offers!
Pictured below is Charles, one of
our students, who was given the
Presidential Scholarship from St.
John Fisher College. This award is
the college's highest scholarship
and distinction.

While our middle schoolers are here in person, our high
school students will be in a hybrid program, touring
local colleges in person and spending afternoons on
Zoom. The high school curriculum this summer focuses
on cultural awareness in week 1, self awareness in week
2, and education and community service in weeks 3-5.
Additionally, our students preparing for college still
benefit from the help of their peer mentors.

Oo Meh, our high school
intern, was accepted to
Nazareth College and St.
John Fisher College,
where she was accepted
to the Honors Program!

This is Sharon, who will be graduating from Rochester
International Academy and will be attending a local
college (still undecided) to study Biomedical Sciences with
hopes of one day being a doctor!

“Education is education. We should learn everything and then choose
which path to follow. Education is neither Eastern nor Western, it is
human.”
-Malala Yousafzai
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Healthy Home
We are so happy to announce that we have finished our
Healthy Home book, which has been in the works for
quite some time! The book is now available in six
languages: English, Karen, Nepali, Swahili, Spanish, and
Somali!
We are looking forward to sharing all of our
informational and instructional videos with you as well
as a children's book! We plan to finish these in the very
near future.
In the meantime, we invite you to view, download, and
share our book with anyone who can use it! The book
can be found at our website under the "Healthy Home"
tab, or by using the link below.

A SPECIAL
THANKS
We would not have been
able to complete this
project without the help
and collaboration of the
City of Rochester, our
tenants for allowing us
to work along side them
in their homes, and of
course our amazing
illustrators and
designers!

We will continue to demonstrate to our tenants the
proper way to care for their homes and to help our New
American families transition smoothly into our
community here in Rochester.

Click the button below to download our book!

Asylum
Our asylum program has grown
exponentially since its
inception. Each day, we receive
dozens of calls and letters
requesting sponsorship. Most
times, the only way to be
released from a detention
center is by proving that an
individual or organization is
willing to sponsor you.
Unfortunately for us, we are
unable to keep up the the
demands that are being placed
on us. In spite of this, we
currently house and support
over two dozen individuals and
families. These people come
from all over the globe: from
Myanmar and Russia, to Ghana
and Ecuador, to Yemen and
Cameroon.
Our goal is not just to sponsor
them, but to help them
transform their lives. We guide
them with anything they need
to be successful. For example,
one of our first asylum seekers
is now working in the
laboratories at the University
of Rochester.

CHANGES IN IMMIGRATION
POLICIES
Daniel Howard, Asylum Case Manager
Since our last newsletter, there have been many
changes in immigration law for both Asylum
Seekers and Refugees. New steps have been taken
to boost refugee admissions, preserve deportation
relief for those who came to the US as children, and
not enforce the "public charge" which essentially
denies green cards to immigrants who use public
benefits, like Medicaid. The number of people who
received a green card declined from just under
240,000 in the second quarter of 2020 to under
78,000 in the third quarter (April to June) during the
pandemic.
The US only admitted 12,000 refugees in fiscal 2020,
but will accept 62,500 by the end of this fiscal year,
and will double that to accept 125,000 during the
2022 fiscal year. While there was such a decline in
incoming refugees, asylum seekers coming to our
southern border have surged.

YTD Southwest Land Border Encounters by Month
200,000
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One of our younger asylum
seekers is going to be
graduating from high school
next month, and has been
accepted to Nazareth College,
St. John Fisher College, and
Ithaca College to name just a
few!
These kinds of
accomplishments are exactly
why they have embarked on the
journey to the United States.
These stories are just two of
MANY!
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Career Advancement
Jason DeLooze, one of our AmeriCorps members, has been getting those we house
employed, as well as coordinating other services. Over a dozen New Americans have
become employed in jobs paying at least 15/hr through our office’s assistance. Thanks
to a generous grant from the Wilson Foundation, he has also been able to begin
surveying the health and wellness of our tenants to better understand their needs.
This project has evolved to also include the assistance of RIT research student Pyar
Mo, a longtime associate of RRRS and Mary’s Place. Jason hopes to continue
integrating and enhancing the services we provide to those we house, while working
closely with the community and other organizations.

Our organization cannot exist
without community support.
Through the 10+ years that we
have existed, we have seen
amazing generosity and
compassionate support. It speaks
to the nature of our Rochester
community: welcoming, supportive,
interested, and with open arms.
Please join the hundreds of others
who have helped keep this mission
going.

“Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have hosted
angels unawares.”

HEBREWS 13:2

WE APPRECIATE THOSE WHO HELP US
Like many organizations during this pandemic, RRRS has
faced challenges. We are very grateful for those who have
helped us keep moving through this difficult time.
•The Devany Fund – supporting our high school to college
program
• The ESL Foundation for supporting our high school to college
program and our housing rehabs
• The Farash Foundation for supporting operations especially
the Refugee sewing program
• Ongoing support from the City of Rochester and Action for a
Better Community for contract programs
• The Greater Rochester Health Foundation for supporting the
Deaf Refugee Advocacy program
• Sussman Family Fund at Rochester Area Community
Foundation for supporting our asylum program
• The Wilson Foundation for supporting our Asylum Program
•Stella Matutina for supporting our Asylum Program
•Spiritus Christi
•Duane and Ida Miller for their continued support
•St. Paul's Episcopal Church for their donation in memory of a
refugee member of their church.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
Volunteer

Donate

We welcome:
One-time or continuous involvement
in any of our various programs
High school and college interns
individuals and groups for one-day
painting and housing projects
Churches who may want to sponsor a
family by helping them adjust to life in
Rochester
and more!
Ways you can volunteer:
Training drivers - if you taught your
kids to drive, you can help teach our
New Americans
Volunteer with our Deaf Refugee
Advocacy program - help with literacy
classes, paperwork assistance, and
social and cultural events.
College-aged volunteers can be peer
mentors for our ARSEO refugee high
school student program
Assist our staff as they upgrade, rehab,
and maintain our housing.
Volunteer as an English language tutor
Medical professionals can volunteer to
provide mentorship and support to
New American healthcare workers.
And more!

Click on the button
below to donate money
directly to our
organization.
Donations of working
appliances (stove,
refrigerators, washers, dryers,
etc.) and cash help us equip
our houses so the our New
American families can function
successfully in our community.
Donations of operational
computers (both laptops and
PCs) with at least 5GB memory
help our adult computer
training program and go to
refugees and asylum seekers
in need.

We thank you all for your
continued support. Nothing
we do is possible without
support from the
community.

HTTPS://WWW.ROCHESTERREFUGEESERVICES.ORG/DONATE/

